history is ever consistent with itself. 
It was through his Son made man that 
the invisible Father revealed himself 
and his divine Will to Jesus’ followers, 
through the events of Jesus’ earthly life 
and the sending of the Holy Spirit. Ac- 
cordingly, in my own life, by contem- 
plating Jesus in the episodes of his 
public life and death —listening for 
his words, observing his actions with 
faith —I shall assuredly dispose myself 
to see my place in contemporary sal- 
vation history. It is this very contem- 
plation of the doings and sayings of 
the incarnate Word which put me in 
contact with God, who is my Father. 

“God no man has ever seen; his only 
Son, who shares the secrets of his 
Father’s heart, has personally acted as 
interpreter.” The exalted Christ con- 


tinues his work of interpretation for me 
through the activity of his Spirit. Thus 
at every instant of my reading of the 
Gospel, in my contemplation of Jesus’ 
earthly activity, I am made aware that 
I behold the Father. This is guaranteed 
by the New Covenant, founded upon 
the Incarnation and completed by the 
moment of Jesus’ death when he breath- 
ed forth, “handed over the Spirit” to 
me and all his covenanted People. There 
can no longer be any hesitation then for 
the Christian about man’s ability to see 
the Father — thanks to the continuing 
reality of this New Covenant, which 
centers in the greatest events of salva- 
tion history. For the Word, the per- 
fect Image of the invisible God, has 
become — and remains for all eternity 
— “flesh and blood.” 
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